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DEFINITION

Under general supervision, acts as a rod or chain holder on a survey crew; performs related work as assigned.

CLASS CHARACTERISTICS

This is the entry level in the surveying classification series. Incumbents perform as a rod or chain holder on a survey crew, set survey markers and clear areas to be surveyed.  This class is distinguished from Survey Technician in that the latter involves operation of surveying instruments and occasionally providing direction to the Survey Aide.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES

Assists in determining lines, points, elevations, and distances; holds a 15‑foot graduated rod at a specified point to take elevation readings; uses a metal chain or rag tape to obtain accurate distance measurements; assists in using various electronic measuring devices; drives stakes and sets marks; assists in locating stakes and other benchmarks; sets up and dismantles lights as required to perform surveying work; clears debris or brush from survey line to allow accurate readings; assists in monitoring trackage, tunnels, the trans‑bay tube and other structures for settling or lateral movement; assists in locating new or additional structures or equipment or in placing stakes or markers for contractor use; cleans and maintains tools and equipment; may make basic notes of measurements and distances; may drive a motor vehicle to reach the surveying site.

QUALIFICATIONS

Knowledge of:

Geometry and plane trigonometry as applied to the solution of basic surveying problems. Basic surveying principles, practices and techniques.  Safety procedures pertaining to the work.

Skill in:

Performing basic field surveying activities.  Understanding and carrying out oral and written instructions.  Establishing and maintaining effective working relationships with 
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those contacted in the course of the work.  Maintaining accurate basic records of work performed.  Using hand tools to remove debris and set stakes.

Other Requirements: 

Must possess a valid California driver's license and have a satisfactory driving record.  Must have physical stamina to walk and stand for extended periods of time.  Must be willing to work graveyard shift.

A typical way of gaining the knowledge and skills outlined above is:

Equivalent to graduation from high school supplemented by algebra, geometry and trigonometry course work.
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